This land is our land

& Since 1997, thousands of Bushmen have been
evicted from their villages in the Kalahari.

The Botswana government says it is for their own
good — nothing to do with the desert's

diamond reserves. Now only a few Bushmen
remain, but they are fighting for their homeland
Report and photographs by Lottie Davies
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idday m Gugansa, a small wilksge in the

Central Kalahan Game Feserve, southern

Botswana. The air i dusty and bot, skinny
dops are lving in the shade and a small boy in
a green top i chasing a wheel with a stck, The
adualts sit cutside the inner compound, walling for
mews about o court case beang heard 300km vy
at the High Coun in Lobaise, 0 case which will
decude whether or not they can stay on land where
they have lved for thowsands of years

Hanina, the &3-year-old patriarch of ome family,
has left the reserve oaly once in his Life; his people
harve lived here for gemerations. He has a message
for the president of Botswana: “Tell Mogae 1w
lesve ms alone. This land is curs, it has noihing 1o
dix with him.”

The Central Kalahari Game Beserve (CEKGR)
was established by the Brtish in 1961, in the
former British protectorate of Bechuanaland. It
is roughly the swe of Belgium, and until 3002
supported some 300K CGhana and Gwi Bushmen
who fived in small villages in the reserve. Since
the Lte 199k the Botswana government has
been pursuing a programme of resctibement, per-
suading willagers 1o leave the CRGR with prom-
uses of cattle or money, or simply by intimidation.
The first group were moved in 1997; the second in
2002, transported in trucks to government camps
i Mew Xade and Kauduane on either sade of ihe
reserve. But in the past three vears some 230
Bushmen hove returned o their \-"tll-.ag;ﬁ. Ay
wilking the 1 Mkm detance with their donkeys

In July kst vear, 241 people from 8 Bushman
groupcalied Ferst People of the Kalahan kunched
a landmark s agamst thewr govermment (o be
allowed to retum to thewr apcestrd lnnd, This is the
weightiest case ever 1o come before the High Court,
and almos! certamly the most expensve |i1i.3..'-|ri;;||1
in the shorl hastory of Botseana’s kegal system,

The government chaims thaet the changing natwre
of the Bushman setibements and their continued
hiunting n the CKGR s :ndnng:ring the futare of
the wialdhife in the reserve: 11 contends that it is
helpimg the Bushmen (o relocate for thesr own
Benefit, o provide them with effectve healihcare
and education. But there is another factor mudidy-
ing the water, Botswana’s coonomy 15 hemily rels-
ant on the country’s minera] weahth, pnncipally
dhamonels, and, since 1997, conoessions hanve heen
granted o munng companies such as De Beers 1o
search bor dumonds across viriually the entirety
of the CKGR

‘In the months immediately following the latest
relocations,” says Gordon Benneti, the British
kirnster who has been T-:prnuﬂli'ng_ the First
People al the Kalahan, Thene was & surge in Bsu-
ing prospecting licences, and one question which
presents itsell B whether that 5 ml]:,. A Coinck-
dence. It is clear from the government documents
that there is a real concern about squatier camps
m the reserve: m Che even! of lulure mones
expdoteng the resources would not be easy 1o do
il there are siall people there. It would be simpler
il they got everyone out. But who knows? It's o
matber of speculation.”

Bodzwana'’s permanent secretary for the mini.slr}'
of mines mamtams that ‘damonds have nothing
todo with i, as the subsurface mineral rights have
been the property of the slate since 1903, Butg of
a mine B set up within the reserve, it would inevi-
IIH} altract a number of people looking for work;
sfpuater camps would grow ap around it, creating
a meed for serveces such as chmce schools and
waler provision, The povernment would then be
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Hot, dry and interminably sandy, the Halabhari
Deesert books as if it could suppon Little, & any &l
However, the Bushmen (or San) hmve boen living
off the land for 200000 years Theme ane now only
four inhabited villapes in the CKGR: Gugama,
Modapo, Metsinmanong and Mothomelo. Each
is very similar; a collection of small huts built with
wood apd gmss protecied from predaiors by a
fence of bleached brunches thrust imbo the grownd.
Children chase chickens and there is 3 smell of
woodsmoke evervwhere, a5 the Bushmen sit dis-
cussing the day’s gossip, the symbol of asthority

being a plastc garden chair on which the ehder sits. |

The Beshmen mastly wear westemn clothes, occa-
sionally adormed with sinings of beads, or safeny
pins. Shoes ane in short supply, people often wear-
g odd pairs or none at all.

Prior 1o the evictions in 1997, the government |

provided mobile healih clinics and maintained the |

water supply withm the reserve; shonl-wave madsos
were used m each village, and the chaldren attended
schannls ouliade the reserve Since the relocabions,
the mobile chocs lene ceased and the boreholes
prowading water have either besn kel in disrepair oo
chosed over with cement. Polioe have confiscaied
the Bushmen's radios, meanang hitke pews can et
oul abowl what B happening msde the reserve,
Meanwhale, m spite of the ongoang court case. the
Eviclions contmoe

In Mothomelo, a small setilement in the south
of the reserve, an elderly couple offer us boiled
gemabok from an enamel cup Gemsbok 15 one of
the many speceed ol antelope native Lo Lhe reserve;
mseal whach is ot made /e h]!l;lrl,g_ al the sile of
the kil is shredded and boiled either in s own faf
or in watermebon juice. Meat of any kind is valued

faged with & dilemma: either to provide such serv.
ices, therely creating a large permanent setilement
in a "de-zoned” section of reserve, which would
farther degrade it a3 a wildlife sanctuary and lay
the povernment open to accusations of hypocrisy;
or surround the mine with fences, within which
services would bhe provided to the mining opera-
tives, and ouiside which would be a growing
mumber of people living in camps with insoMicent
waler, food or basic services Either of these
scenanios could kead to an imtermatiosal pubdic-
relations disaster for a government which prides
itseli’ om its liberal internaisonal reputation

Many Europeans have gleaned whai they know
about Botswana from Adesander MoCall Smith's
No | Ladies” Derecitve Agency books. He paints
a pictere of a peacelial happy Afrscan couniry
whene the Buashmen are vimually ienvisible, inhabit-
ing a distamt place fraughi with danger and the
unknown. This picture is probably quiie accurate
for the mapority of Botswana’s |.9-million popula-
tion, which & compossd mostly of people with
a pastoralist hemtage; lor these, catile and landd
oamership represent wealth and social standing,
and for mosi, consumerism is a welcome result of
progress and westernisation. Gaborone, the capaial
of Botswana, a mene village s independence bn
1566, now prowdly boasts busy roads, growing
office blocks and hotels, and two shoppang malls
The truth is that Bushmen are third-class citizens
in & couniry which claims 1o be ethnically blind,
For most of the population, the Bushman way of
life & wholly alien - Botswana's pressdent Festus
Mogae has referred to the Bushmen as "Stone Age
creatures’ — and they find it somewhat bizarre that
amyone coubd want to reject the benefits of
progress and a blossoming economy,

Seven Bushmen were
tortured for hunting illegally
on the reserve. One was
tied upside down to a post

Top ket Mo Eacs, ona of the nessttament camps.
Above lelt Kangota Karyo and his granddaughier in
Mok, Abovwe FWEWMMMHE
caftle fowan of Ghansi. Rigivt Tehokodiss Bosibeans
and Fisowife in Melssamanong, in the CKGH

more than any other food by Bushmen, bt bun-
ing is now flegal In July, seven Bushmen were
toftured fod hunlisng on the reserve Letshwao
Magayame was handcuffed and thed upsade doam
tis o posl “They beat us up badly, he says °1 aman
old man but they didn't consider this when they
handeulled me suspendsd me on a rope ted 10
some podes with my bead danghing, my bkegs hang-
ing i e air amd my koockles on the cement Noor,
The clficals pallsd my testiches and penis, beat me
up, and kicked me while one man smashed my
knuckles on the hard floos” Another Bushman
had petrol poured into his anus, and two were
handewlfed by hand and oot 10 the bullbar of a
velicle and dragped for about a kilometre

Bt the men continse to hund, usually sath iraps
and spears (other raditbonal buntng methods,
such as pomsoned armows, are dying out), while
women galther bernes, beans and roots, Each com-
pound hasa collection of plastic perry cans, bottles
and buckets for collecting water. During the wet
seasen, water 15 collected from the nearby sah
pans, dusing the dry, from the few remaining bore
hodes i the reserve. Thess prosade barely enough,
and most people cultivate walermelons in small

TELEGRAFH MAGAZIINE




pots. Owr punde, Jumanda, once lved for six
monihs m the reserve withouat waler, using melons
and mulk as hes only source of hquid

In the nexi willage, Molapo, there & much walk
of the food and water shortage: the store of waler-
mclons, which must last unil the wel season, 18
small Food = scarce, as the men of the village
hawe nol boen abie Lo hunit for some Eme, almmid of
reprizals from the wildlife officale As far as the
Bushmen are concemed, they own the Kalakari in
the same way that farmers own their land else-
where in Botseana, and the animals ving on i

Eight hours' hard drive from Molapo 8 Mew
Xade the lamger of the two rescttbement camps
I haadd expected it to be a place of horrific poverty,
discase and misery, but it is quiet and orderly. Huts
harve been budlt inside square compounds, many of
which have small shower blocks There is a new
cinic, a schood, a police siabion. People appear
hemliby. betier clothed than n the reserve, and
considerably more westermased: one young nman
| met was seanng an Arsenal stnp.

But amsd this orderhiness, there = a feclmg of
empliness Families @t in frong of ther small feres
as they do m the reserve. but their demeanour B

| ope of bored rengnation snd apathy. Cirowps

| pgmther at crossnosds when Food dumps

Enown s
‘destiiuic tsons’ - are dehiverce. Many Bushmen
are dependent on this gpovernment aid, but if &
farmily & lucky enough 1o own a few poats of
chickend, they dont quahly and are thrag back on
therr oan resomroes 10 o llegal o humi here (oo,
and amyway there &5 nsulficent wikdlife in the anca
10 support the 2500 people now living o Mew
Xade The countryside around the camp las some
vegelation, bat il & not enoiagh 1o supply the wild
foods which they rely on. Wood for luslding huts,
ferwced amed Fsel 1 scarce and becoming more sa
We met one elderly bady who had walked for half
a day o carry firewood back 10 her compound
Xanmne, fom Molapo, wold me with tsars in his
eves, “In i very diflfeult 1o e hete bocause we
don't reallly know the area, wnlike our home where
we are [amiliar with all the commers of owr land,
and where we know which place 1o go to get food.”
Inactivity and lack of purpose takes s toll on
amvone, and Bushmen are no exception — their
time 8 mosily oceupied by sitting amound or drink-
mig a1 one of the camp’s manry shebeens Alcobol
was never introduced (o the reserve itself, and the
Bushmen ame falling into the sams trap &5 maimy

| other mdigenous peoples amound the world, sus-
| cepiibde to the lure of cheap beer and its conse-

guences. Many have bacome alosholic,

The camp’s comemunity hall, provided For social
gatherigs, lics entirely wmsed behind its broken
fence. The tanpery, bakery and chicken-rearing
sheds, intended to provide employment for the
ressdents, are covered i grafht., empty except for
a growing coflection of empty beer cans and con-
diom packets | was 1okl that there is no market for
goods produced by Bushmen, even i they coukl
transpart them the 160km 1o the nearest town, In
shor, there is nothing 1o do; many of the older
inhabitnnis are just waiting to die.

The barrister Gordon Bennett believes that
o muiually bepeficial manapement plan for the
CRGR is & readistic solution, Mark Wrght, the
ponservaiion scenoe adhaser [or WWE-UK., cilcs
examples 1 neighbounng countnes where bocal
management strategies are proving successful:

| “Some 0N peopds fnee m the Muidda ressrve

‘It is very difficult to live here
because we don't know the
area, unlike our home where
we know where to get food'

Above Karma Gaothobo Gve, with his wile and
caugiien, 81 Mew Kot Bobow e tnnery in the
resattomant camp. Boltom Gugsna, n tha CEGR

m Morambique, amd in nonh-castarn Namdbia
4,600 mainly Khwe bushmen co-exist within the
Bawalsaata Park, and rely on the natural resources
that it provides There is o role for communities to
he engaged in co-management of msouncss; m fac
this can bring real benefits for both the commiums-
ties el the wildlife.!

The Bushmen's case has now been adourned
unisl February, but after 18 weeks of heanng. the
transeript already runs 1o more than 8,000 pages;

| much of the evidence s edundant or over-long.

Bennett 15 worned shouwt the financial implica-

| tions of the adjoumment, “The Bushmen are the

miost impoverished section of the population and
Botswana has po lkegal aid sysiem to enable repre-
sentation for the poor,” They are betng frnancoed
by Survival Intermational, the pressure group that
campaigns on behall of tribal peoples

Bennett feels that a smple solution 5 entenely
feasble, allowing back mio the reserve those peo-
ple who want to retwrn, while admitting that polit-
ical remlity demanads thet some measune of regula-
tory prodection B afforded 1o the wildlife “There
needs 1o be a balance. There 15 a gonume weride that
the governamend 15 wondering why CvVeryons 1§ com-
plaming =0 much, The San are fiercely artwculaie
peophe; they can't read of write but they are by no
means stupid, They ane very clear aboul what they
want,” And whal they want is o ive amdistarbed in
the CRGR as they have done lor so bong.

“Thas 15 a practixal Ssue, ROl & NOTRINLE ODE
The Botswana governmeni should allow people
to change, bul i the direction and ot the rate
which they choose to change People crumble if
expoied 1o intolerable pressure, and it is mot in
the interests of Botswana fof ths o happen.”

Sance s independence, Botswana has made
buge advances o4 very shom space of tme In
comparison with its neighbours, the country s
mghtly proasd of its democratic governamend, stable
ccondady and peacelul way of life The authoritss
seem unable 1o compromise. To back down now
would mean immense hoss of Tace while admitting
ihat their vision of a modern Botssana & flawed
T s o dlomaifon o the Balwien’s coue,
eorart Survival Tatermariora (207687 K70
v -irnermational org
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